
SEVEN (7) TYPES OF 
MALAYSIA FORESTS 

that makes up our reputedly 

years old tropical 
rainforests by elevation

Above 1,500 meters a.s.l Montane-Ericaceous
Forest

Between 1,200 to 1,500 meters a.s.l
Oak-Gunung
Forest

Between 750 to 1,200 meters a.s.l Upper Dipterocarp 
Forest

Between 300 to 750 meters a.s.l
Hill Dipterocarp
Forest

Below 300 meters a.s.l Lowland Dipterocarp 
Forest

Peat Swamp 
Forest

Behind the coastlineOn the coast
Mangrove 
Forest

130 million



There are 3 types of forest that makes up the bulk of the Genting Highlands

IMMERSE YOURSELF IN NATURE

UPPER MONTANE FOREST
@ above 1,500m a.s.l

Also known as Montane-Ericaceous Forests,
they occupy the few peaks that rise to an
altitude of over 1,500 meters in Malaysia. Trees
found in this forest type are mainly dominated
by low Rhododendrons – often small in size,
gnarled and stunted. Due to the cold and damp
misty conditions, the trees are often clad in
lichen, moss, ferns and liverworts. The main
tree species found in this forest are Ara (Ficus
spp.), Gelam (Leptospermum spp.), Podo
(Podocarpus spp.), Samak (Gordonia spp.) and
Sempilor (Dacrydium spp.).

Oak-Gunung Forest 
@ 1,200m – 1,500m a.s.l

Oak-laurel forests, myrtle and other temperate staples
such as the magnolia, rhododendron, raspberry and an
assortment of tree ferns, orchids, lichens and mosses are
commonly found as we move to montane territory
located at 1,200 to 1,500 meters altitude. Several
species of birds like eagles, hawks and hornbills, flowers
and inserts occur only in this forest, which are mist-
shrouded and damp. The main tree species found in this
forest are Mempening (Lithocarpus spp. And Quercus
spp.), Berangan (Castanopsis spp.), species of Shorea and
family of Lauraceae. Dipterocarp species are rare and
only a few species can be found here such as Keruing
(Dipterocarpus supp.) and Resak (Vatica supp.).

UPPER DIPTEROCARP FOREST
@ 800M - 1,200m a.s.l

Upper Dipterocarp forests are found in the
higher hills that range from 800 to 1,200
meters in altitude. The forests are so named
because of the variety of Dipterocarp species
found here, including Bintangor (Calophyllum
spp.), Damar Minyak (Agathis borneensis),
Meranti Bukit (Shorea platyclados), Keruing
Bukit (Dipterocarpus costatus and D. retsus)
and Rengas (Gluta spp.).
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DISCOVERING THE NATURE IN GENTING HIGHLANDS

Phyllium bioculatum or Gray’s leaf insects are
commonly found in the Hill Dipterocarp forests.
Theses unusual-looking insects get their
common name because their large, leathery
forewings have veins that look similar to the
veins on the particular type of leaves they
inhabit.

The tropical pitcher plant or monkey cup is a genus of carnivorous
plants that thrive in warm days and cool, humid nights. The name
“monkey cup” refers to the fact that monkeys have been observed
drinking rainwater from these plants.



THE SEVEN (7) TYPES OF MALAYSIA FORESTS

Montane-Ericaceous Forest
The forest located at an altitude above 1,500 meters a.s.l is known as the Ericaceous-Mount Forest. The trees in this are
small in size, gnarled and stunted. The species from the family Ericacea dominates the forest floor such as Rhododendron spp.
and Vaccinium spp. In addition, plants such as bamboo, ferns and moss can also be found here.

Oak-Gunung Forest
This forest type can be found between 1,200 to 1,500 meters a.s.l. The main species found in this forest are Lithocarpus
spp. (Mempening), Fagaceae sp. (Berangan) and Cinnamomum sp. (Medang). Dipterocarp species are rare and only a few
species can be found here such Dipterocarpus retusus (Keruing gunong) and Vatic spp. (Resak).

Upper Dipterocarp Forest
Forest located at 750 to 1,200 meters a.s.l. Among the species found in this forest are Shorea platyclados (Meranti bukit),
Agathis borneensis (Damar minyak), Calophyllum sp. (Bintangor), Dipterocarpus sp. (Keruing), Shorea astylosa (Balau gunong),
Shorea submontana (Balau gajah) and Shorea parvifolia (Meranti sarang punai) .

Hill Dipterocarp Forest
Hill dipterocarp forest is the most extensive forest type in Peninsular Malaysia and exists at 300 to 750 meters a.s.l. The
main species found are Shorea curtisii (Meranti seraya), Dipterocarpus (Keruing) and other Meranti’s.



THE SEVEN (7) TYPES OF MALAYSIA FORESTS

Lowland Dipterocarp Forest
Forest located below 300 meters a.s.l and consists of a vast variety of tree species. The main species found in this forest
type are Shorea sp.(Meranti), Balau and Dryobalanops (Kapur).

Peat Swamp Forest
This forest is formed on peat soil with a depth of about 6 meters in aqueous and acidic. This forest is located behind the
coastline. Among the species commonly found in the forest are Koompassia malaccensis (Kempas), Calophyllum spp.
(Bintangor), Shorea platycarpa (Meranti paya), Gonystylus spp.(Ramin), Sapotaceae sp. (Nyatoh), Cratoxylum spp.
(Geronggang) and Vatica spp. (Resak).

Mangrove Forest
The forest is formed in muddy areas on the coast, lagoon and river estuary experiencing high tide and low tide. The main
species of trees are limited to this habitat and plants in this ecosystem typically have unique root systems such as stilt root
and pneumatofor and thick leaf structures such as Rhizophora spp. (mangrove).


